Community comes to bid farewell to Helen Baller Elementary School 


The local community gathered at Helen 
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uth Claus was 

a young woman 

just out of college 

when she signed a 

teaching contract 
with the Camas School 
District. 

Her annual salary? Just 
$2,100 per year. 

But it was a lot of money 
back in 1945. 

Claus worked for the 
Camas School district for 
37 ¥% years. She is one of the 
few people alive today who 
knew Helen Baller, an early 
educator in the district who 
had a school named in her 
honor. 

On Saturday, Claus 
came back to Helen Baller 
Elementary School to say 
goodbye. 

The 1940s era building 
will be torn down at the end 
of the year, and children will 
attend the new one down the 
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Student, and son Sean, a current one, trace his outline on the cafeteria floor, “| loved my kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Claus,” Julie said. “She was very calm, 
laying kickball during recess. 


nd friends (L-R) Cynthia Purdy, Ruth Claus and Carroll 
Baller, for whom the school is named, 


street. Several current and to ensure it would be a good all of the field trips,” she trips. 
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Claus. and — Cynthia Purdy j,., students, 
other longtime such as hatching 
teacher gs —-—  ——_ baby cchicks in 
Cynthia Purdy incubators and 
and Carroll CoppleMcDaniel “Her philosophy of caring for baby ducks. The 
reminisced about their time education was child-centered class would also observe the 
at the school. Longtime schools,” Claus said. “The life cycles of butterflies. 


former principal Dan Peoples 
was also at the event. 

Before it was actually built, 
Claus worked with Helen 
Baller at Oak Park School, 
known today as the Camas 
Community Center. 

Baller was the school 
supervisor and Claus taught 
first-grade in the basement 
room. 

When the time came to 
design a new school for the 
growing population, Baller 
worked with the architects 


classrooms had _ lots of 
cupboards, lots of light and 
were very large. We had heat 
come through the floors so 
the children would be warm 


at naptime.” 
Claus, who taught 
kindergarten at the new 


school, recalls taking the 
children on field trips to 
a local farm, the train to 
Longview and the Maryhill 
Museum of Art. 

“We had wonderful parents 
who would come along on 


Purdy began teaching at 
Helen Baller in 1952 with 
a class full of eager third- 
graders. 

She put her teaching 
career on hold while having 
her children, but served as 
a substitute teacher during 
that time. 

Later on, she went back to 
teaching fifth-grade. 

Purdy remembers planting 
the large fir trees at the edge 
of the school grounds with 
her students and taking field 


Proros By Dams 


Frost/Post-Rrcono 
summer. However, parts of the structure will be 


“We had a lot of laughter 
and a lot of fun here,” she 
said. 

McDaniel taught at Helen 
Baller from 1975 to 1986. 
Before that, she opened up 
the “new” JD Zellerbach 
Elementary School at 22nd 
Avenue. 

That school will also be 
vacated at the end of the year, 
with students moving to the 
new Grass Valley School. 

While at Helen Baller, 
she did “team teaching” 
with Purdy, long before the 
concept became popular. 

“We had a well-unified, 
diversified program,” 
McDaniel said. 

“And it was a pleasure 
working for Dan Peoples. 
Today, I really appreciated 
looking at the artwork in the 
hallways. It brought back 
memories.” 

Claus agreed. 

“It really was a privilege to 
teach here,” she said. 
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